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Doctors Without Borders Partnership
In 2011, Solidarity Bridge launched a partnership with Doctors Without 
Borders (Médecins Sans Frontières, MSF) to treat Chagas disease patients. 
Our Chagas partnership is generously funded by the Medtronic Founda-
tion. Our work is currently based in the region of  Aiquile, Bolivia, where 
three out of  four people have Chagas. MSF’s 
Chagas work focuses on stopping transmission 
of  the disease, early detection, and drug treat-
ment. We step in after the disease has advanced 
to the point that a pacemaker or megacolon 
surgery is needed for survival. Together we are 
combating this disease that is devastating the 
poor of  Latin America.

A word from the 
Executive Director
Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa, Ph.D.

2011 was a landmark year for Solidarity 
Bridge. We initiated a partnership with Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Doctors Without Bor-
ders. Through this partnership in Bolivia and 
Paraguay, we are providing a spectrum of  care 

to the poor who suffer from the deadly parasitic disease, Chagas. This is also 
the year we initiated our year-round General Surgery Program. We enter our 
new year in a strong position to continue our mission of  helping those most 
in need. It is through many partnerships with U.S., Bolivian, and Paraguayan 
physicians and hospitals that we thrive. Without your donations, none of  
what you see in this report would have been possible. Gracias! 

2011 Financial Summary

Expense Allocation

Admin 6%

Direct Program 94%

Organizations 5%

Individuals 10%

Fair Trade 1%

In-kind 84%

Revenue Sources

Revenue: $4,422,577  ($3,706,994 in-kind, $714,464 cash) 
Expense: $4,368,332  ($3,706,994 in-kind, $661,338 cash)



Patient Profile

We first told Marta’s story in a Patient Profile Postcard early last year. Many months 
later she returned to us with her friend Carlos who was also in need of  help. We are ex-
cited to share the story of  her remarkable recovery and their special relationship.

When Marta was ten, her family was so poor that they sent her far from 
home to work as a servant in the big city. The woman Marta worked for was 
very abusive, constantly screaming and hitting her. In desperation, Marta 
tried to commit suicide by drinking a bottle of  Drano. She lived, but her 
esophagus was completely destroyed. 

After years of  suffering, Marta eventually found Solidarity Bridge. Unable to 
eat properly, Marta, now age 20, weighed less than 60 lbs. Solidarity Bridge 
doctors, John Gregory and Malcolm Bilimoria, asked her if  she was willing 
to risk death posed by the very delicate surgery. Marta whispered that she 
had no other choice; she was already virtually dead. In an extremely complex 
surgery in early 2011, our surgeons reconstructed Marta’s esophagus. After-
wards, she spent six months in the hospital and rehabilitation. 
 
Many months later Marta returned to us. She had gained more than 30 lbs 
and a youthful glow. During rehabilitation she met a young man, Carlos, who 
had also tried to commit suicide by Drano. Marta told Carlos about Solidar-
ity Bridge and we performed his successful surgery a few months ago. Their 
shared tragedy has made them fast friends.

An emaciated Marta before surgery

Marta & Carlos



2011 Overall Numbers:
•  308 surgeries performed
•  1,643 patients treated
•  $3,706,994 in-kind equipment, supplies, & services delivered 

(including a full shipping container!)
•  Cities served: Cochabamba, Coroico, Sacaba, Santa Cruz and 

Tarija, Bolivia; Asuncion, Paraguay

Neurosurgery Program 
•  5 neurosurgeries
•  4 spinal surgeries 
•  Neurosurgery Mission Trip to  

Cochabamba & Santa Cruz 

Under the leadership of  neurosurgeon Richard Moser  
we supply Bolivian neurosurgery professionals with 
critically needed equipment, implants and training.

Dr. Richard Moser & Dr. Roberta 
Glick operate with Bolivian colleague, 

Dr. Juan Carlos Otazo.

Heart Surgery Program 
•  12 open heart surgeries
•  187 pacemaker surgeries
•  Inaugural Pacemaker Mission      

	 	      Trip to Asuncion, Paraguay
•  Pacemaker Mission Trip  

	        to Tarija, Bolivia

In partnership with local Bolivian sur-
geons, we provide life saving open heart 
and pacemaker surgeries for adults and 
children through the generosity of  our 
donors. The majority of  our children’s 

open heart surgeries are generously financed through The Goff  Gift Fund. The 
Medtronic Corporation and the Medtronic Foundation make our pacemaker surger-
ies possible through their consistent donations of  pacemakers, supplies, and funds.

We saved little Medina 
through open heart surgery in May



General Surgery Program 
•  72 surgeries 
•  General Surgery Mission Trip  

to Cochabamba
•  First year of  our year-round program! 

In addition to our mission trip, we proudly launched 
our year-round General Surgery Program. Focusing on 
hernia and gallbladder surgery, our year-round program 
provides general surgeries performed by local Bolivian 
surgeons to the poor in desperate need. Many of  these patients have suffered for 
years (even decades) from these extremely painful and often debilitating conditions.

Direct Service 
Medical Trip  
•  Mission Trip to Coroico
•  Specialties:  Dermatology,  

Gynecology, Cardiology,  
Neurology, General Surgery

•  28 surgeries, 300 procedures, 
1,358 patients 

Fair Trade Program 
•  7,946 clothing items imported
•  $46,410 in income for cooperatives 

Solidarity Bridge’s U.S. based fair trade partners 
work directly with sewing cooperatives in Coch-
abamba. By paying fair prices and selling their 
products in the U.S., we provide stability to workers 
and their families. 
Please visit our partner websites to order:
www.dharmatrading.com
www.greenolastyle.com
www.solidarityclothing.com

Warmis
Cooperative

hand crocheted dress 
available at 

www.dharmatrading.com

Dr. Steve Bujewski with patient’s son

Maria Rodriguez had successful 
gallbladder surgery



United States Board of  Directors
Nancy Churchill, R.N.
Kurt Florian, J.D., President
Bishop Ray Goedert
Dale Granchalek
Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa, Ph.D.
Bob LaPata, M.D.
Bruce Leech
Dan Lum, M.D., Secretary
Jean Moran
Jennifer Moran 
Richard Moser, M.D.
Rev. Bob Oldershaw
Bud Sents, Treasurer
Anton Steinhart
Enrique Via-Reque, M.D., Medical Director
Sr. Donna Marie Wolowicki
Dan Yousif, M.D.

Bolivia Board of  Directors
Carl Brockmann
Maria Eugenia Brockmann
Felipe Guzman
Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa, Ph.D.
Norka Martinez
Juan Carlos Ramirez
 

Board of Directors

AMB Foundation
Archdiocese of  Chicago
Atlas Medical
Augustine Stewardship Fund
Billings Clinic
Helen Brach Foundation
J. Homer Butler Foundation
Patrick & Anna M. Cudahy Foundation
Dominican Sisters of  Springfield
The Evanston Catholic Woman’s Club
Walter, Marie, & Barbara Falk Family Foundation
Franciscan Foundation
Google Matching Gifts Program
Grainger Foundation
Greenola
The Greer Foundation
Carl R. Hendrickson Family Foundation
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters

Organizational Donors 2011 (>$499)

Hospital Sisters of  St. Francis
The International Foundation
Mary, Seat of  Wisdom Church, Park Ridge
Mary, Seat of  Wisdom School, Park Ridge
The Medtronic Foundation
Pfizer Foundation Volunteer Program
Pioneer Investments
Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities
The Titus & Josephine Schmid Family Foundation
St. Jude Medical Charitable Contributions
St. John the Baptist Church, Winfield
St. Joseph Church, Libertyville
St. Michael Church, Wheaton
St. Nicholas Church, Evanston 
Sisters of  Casimir
Sisters of  Our Lady of  Mt. Carmel
Sisters of  St. Francis of  Philadelphia

ABT Electronics
Americares
Andean Dream
Ansell Healthcare
Ray Bayless
Joseph Belden
Rhoda Bernstein
Best Buy
Malcolm Bilimoria, MD
Bic Wirtz
Chicago Bears
Chicago Blackhawks
Chicago Cubs
Nancy Churchill Matkov
Kahane Cooperman
Crossfit 847
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart
Russ & Marie Deutsch, MD
Edwards Hospital
Margaret Flanagan
Kurt Florian
Food for Thought
Frame Warehouse Evanston
Gay Garrett, MD
Theresa Gleason
Dale & Erica Granchalek
Greenheart Store
Gyrus ACMI, L.P.
Heart to Heart
J & L Catering
Kazuri

In-Kind 2011
Lakeview Surgery Center
George Lederhaas, MD
Connie Lee, CPA
Bruce Leech
Lincoln General Hospital
Dan Lum, MD 
Malia Designs
McGaw YMCA
Medtronic Corp.
Jean Moran
Margaret Nuccio
Laura Nutini
Panera Bread
Patrykus
Ravinia
Resurrection Healthcare
Ann Rhomberg
Cid Rhomberg
Penny Roberts
Rolf ’s Patisserie
Bud Sents
Smith & Nephew
SonoSite
St. Jude Medical Foundation
Frank Stramaglia
That’s Caring
The Mexican Shop
Wines for Humanity
W. L. Gore & Associates
World Find

Office/Event Volunteers 2011
Kerri Alexander
Jim Amato
Burleigh Angle
Bernice Barta
Ray Bayless
Anika Blitzstein
Julie & Tony Bordo
Mary Luz Botero
Nancy Churchill Matkov
Hannah Cushing
Julia Daley
Mary Dougherty

Julie Drew
Marie Durkin
Ryan Dwyer
Kathy Flanagan
Margaret Flanagan
Chris Foley
Jennifer Friedrich
Gay Garrett, MD
Jo Anne Gerules
Karen & Triana Girolami Callam
Theresa Gleason
Kevin Greene

Joe Griffin
Annamaria & Olivia Hallagan
Eileen Hogan-Heineman
Christina Hyland
Angela Jacobi
Matthew Johnson
Bob LaPata, MD
Mary Lerps
Blanca Lule
Dan & Marc Maloney  
Pat & Rita McCourt 
Mary Morrisey

Laura Nutini
Sandra Oldershaw
Colleen Powell
Charlie Rhomberg
Sue Rhomberg
Natalie Rodriguez
Amanda Sall
Kristen Skoch
Tonya Stockwell
Fabian Stolzenburg
Amanda Swain
Julie Welch



Seraphim $50,000 +
Isaac & Renee Goff

Cherubim $15,000 - $19,999
Malcolm & Yasmeen Bilimoria, MDs
Janet Rhomberg
Sue Rhomberg

Archangels $10,000 - $14,999
Kurt & Linda Florian
Mark Harris & Gay Garrett, MDs
Bruce Leech
Jean Moran
Piaree & Richard Moser, MD
Ann Rhomberg
Christina & Enrique Via-Reque, MD

Angels $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Sue Kaye & Laurence Costin, Jr.
Ken & Wendy Edwards, MD
John Gregory, MD
Sarah & Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa, PhD
David & Mary Lerps 
Barbara Soricelli & Dan Maloney
Kathy Seskiewicz, MD
Laura Sharpe
Saja & Dan Yousif, MD

Benefactors $2,500 - $4,999
Dawn & Michael Arnold
Mandip Atwal, MD
Nicole & Steve Bujewski, MD 
Karen Kaul & Tony Cirrincione, MD
Ed Conrad, MD
Ryan DeBoer 
Carrie Giordano, MD
Terry Unterman & Roberta Glick, MDs
Maureen & Jay Herrmann, MD
Sherri Cornett & Steve Kriner
John & Mary Lee Lally
Nanda & Bob LaPata, MD 
Kathleen Leggdas
Mary Deeley & Dan Lum, MD 
Nancy & George Churchill Matkov
Angela Schrimpl & John Oldershaw, MD
Judy & Mark Ottolin, MD 
Peter & Cid Rhomberg
Roger & Cathy Rhomberg
Charles & Jean Thompson-Daoud
Joan & Tim Van Natta, MD

Patrons $500 - $2,499
Anonymous
Michelle Arsenault
Charles & Phyllis Bailey
Margaret & Donal Barry
Ray Bayless
Jim & Karen Bedford
Robert & Sheila Berner
Judy Biggus
Bachi Bilimoria
Kim Boehm
Bic Wirtz & Rick Callahan
Keith & Deb Cantrell
Robert Carey
Bob & Kathy Carey
Vinky & Madhuri Chadha
Sunil & Maria Cristina Chopra
Logan Collins
Ellen & Daniel Coman
Brian & Lori Connelly
Scott & Leslie Cordes, MDs
John & Emily Costigan
Jim & Janalee Croegaert
Jim & Ellen Dalton
Mary & Richard Daly
Richard & Joan DeCleene
Russ & Marie Deutsch
Ashley Doherty
Roger & Shelley Duber
Rev. Richard Feller
Dara Madrid & 
    Marco Fernandez, MD
Don & Carolyn Fisher
Sarah & Fred Flosi
Joseph & Theresa Fosco
Patricia Gawron
Brian & Patty Gebhardt
James & Susanne Gill
Bishop Ray Goedert
Dale & Erica Granchalek
James Griffin
Michael & Ellen Griffin
Katie Gualandri
Drina Nikola & Terry Houk
Mark & Linda Hussey
Zachary Kaufman & Abby Jordan
Michael Jurka
Foss Kauffman
Jeff  & Peggy Kendrick
Christin & Ford Kirschenbaum
Kim & Maureen Klatt

Karen Patinkin & Peter Landon
Catheleen & Benjamin LeCompte, MD
Erin & George Lederhaas, MD
Susan Schaffrath & Jim Lindholm
Muriel Lund-Michel
Daniel & Lynne Mapes-Riordan
Robert & Anna March
Evelyn Michels
Jane & Ronald Miller, MD
Don Miro, PhD
Susan Hou & Mark Molitch, MDs
Jennifer Moran
Michael & Marnie Murray
Margaret Nuccio
Peter O’Brien
Timothy O’Connell
Rev. Bob Oldershaw
Rose Parolin
Adriaan & Angela Peperzak
Julie & Christopher Peters, MD
Jenny & Ken Printen, MD
Mike Gordon & 
    Mary Beckman Quinn
Ed & Joanne Rebek
Tom & Karen Reepmeyer
James & Nancy Rhomberg
William & Joan Rigby
Robert & Sue Ross
Bruce & Kathleen Rylance
Bill & Jolanta Sander
Mary Schmid
Michael & Elizabeth Schmid
Bud & Margaret Sents
Angela Zotos & Dennis Sobieski
Andrew & Shelli Stair
Anton & Rosa Steinhart
Sr. Nancy Streitmatter, MD
Kateri O’Shea & Tina Stretch
Frank Sun, MD
Rev. Bill Tkachuk
William Banzhaf  & 
    Cathy Tschannen, MDs
Rita & John Watson, MD
Elizabeth Wazowicz
Claude & Tammy Weaver
Jenelle & Marc Wegner
Craig & Maris Weinewuth
Joseph Wu, MD

Samaritan’s Purse Society 2011

Michelle Arsenault, Pacemaker Specialist
Judy Biggus, Nurse
Malcolm Bilimoria, General Surgeon
Mary Luz Botero,  Translator
Steven Bujewski, Gynecologist
Bobbie Carey, Pacemaker Specialist
Anthony Cirrincione, Gynecologist
Edward Conrad, Dermatologist
Marco Fernandez, Anesthesiologist
Kurt Florian, Translator
Meredith Garrett, General Surgeon
Carrie Giordano, Gynecologist
Roberta Glick, Neurosurgeon

Missioners 2011
John Gregory, General Surgeon
Katie Gualandri, Gynecology Resident
Jay Herrmann, Dermatologist
Kirk Kenfield, Surgical PA
Kathleen Leggdas, Translator
Mary Lerps, Helper
Dan Maloney, Translator
Richard Moser, Neurosurgeon
John Oldershaw, Neurologist
Rev. Bob Oldershaw, Chaplain
Mark Ottolin, Interventional Cardiologist
Cid Rhomberg, Helper
Sue Rhomberg, Photographer

Barbara A. Soricelli, Translator
Nancy Streitmatter, Cardiologist
Rev. William Tkachuk, Chaplain
Tim Van Natta,  General Surgeon
Daniela Via Reque, Translator
Gabriela Via Reque, Translator
Daniel Yousif, Anesthesiologist




